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Questions and answers 

Questions are never indiscreet· 
answers sometimes are . 

Oscar Wilde, Irish author 

G quest or fo-matiOn V f:guring out meaning from context P intonation: showing interest 

1 READING & SPEAKING 

a Look at the photos of Simone Biles 
and Dan Stevens and read their 
biographical info. Have you watched 
any of her competitions, or seen any 
of his TV shows or movies? What did 
you think of them? 

b Now read the interviews and 
complete the questions. 

c Read the interviews again and focus 
on their answers. Write S (Simone) 
or D (Dan). Which question(s) helped 
you answer S or D? 

Who do you think ... ? 
1 doesn't eat any animal products 

2 doesn't have a partner right now 

3 is currently living in California 

4 doesn't like insects 

5 is romantic 

6 is very family-oriented 

7 becomes emotional when 
they're tired 

8 likes to make the last point in a 

discussion 

d Which of the questions in the 
interviews do you think are . . .  ? 

• the most interesting 

• the least interesting 

• too personal to ask a person if you 
don't know them well 

e Choose six questions from Q&A to 
ask your partner. 

p Politely refusing to answer a question 

If you are asked a question you think 
is inappropriate, or simply don't want 
to answer, you can say, I'd prefer not 
to answer that or I'd rather not answer 
that if you don't mind. 

Glossary 

decorated (adj.) given a medal as a sign of 
respect 

podium (noun) a small platform that a person 
stands on to give a speech or receive a medal 

Every week the newspaper The Guardian 
chooses people who have been in the news 
recently, and publishes a short interview with 

them called Q&A. 

Biles has competed at the World 
Championships since 2013, and is now 
the most decorated gymnast in World 
Championship history. She has also won 
gold in the Olympic Games, and written an 
autobiography called Courage to Soar. 

1 's your most treasured possession? 
My Olympic medals. 

2 What you want to be when you were growing up? 
A nurse. 

3 What you like about yourself? 
I like to have the last word. 

4 What your most embarrassing moment? 
I was on the podium at the 2014 World Championships in China when 
a bee appeared out of nowhere and took a liking to my flowers. 

5 What or is the greatest love of your life? 
Food. 

6 What your superpower be? 
To be a witch. A good witch, of course. It would be cool to control 

things with my mind and do spells. 

7 did you last cry, and why? 
Just a few days ago. I was overtired. 

8 would you like to be remembered? 
As a confident, inspirational, and very bubbly person. 

9 word or phrase do you most overuse? 
"Oh my gosh." 



an Stevens, the actor, 
was born in England in 

1982. He played Matthew 
Crawley on the TV show 
Downton Abbey, until his 
character died suddenly in a 
special Christmas episode. 
He has since starred in many 
successful TV shows and 
movies, including Beauty and the Beast, Legion, and 

The Call of the Wild. 

1 were you happiest? 
My wedding day, eight years ago. 

2 What you owe your parents? 
A lot - and probably quite a lot of money. 

3 •s your wallpaper? 
A photo of my kids, Willow, Aubrey, and Eden, who 
are eight, five, and one. 

4 keeps you awake at night? 
My three kids. 

5 would you most like to say sorry to? 
To Downton Abbey fans, for ruining their Christmas 

one year. 

6 What single thing improve the 
quality of your life? 
One of those robot vacuum cleaners. 

7 do you relax? 
I go for walks in Griffith Park, in LA. 

8 What love feel like? 
As if somebody's painted the world a different color. 

9 you have a "guilty pleasure"? 
Yes, vegan cheesecake. 

2 GRAMMAR question formation 

a � 1. 2 Listen to some journalists interviewing a 

famous actress who has just arrived in Toronto. 
Write down the four questions they ask. 

b Answer the questions below with a partner. 

Which question is an example of ... ? 

• a question that ends with a preposition 
• a subject question, where there is no auxiliary verb 

• a question that uses a negative auxiliary verb 

• an indirect question 

c CD p.132 Grammar Bank 1A 

d &Communication Indirect questions A p.106 
B p.110 Ask and answer indirect questions. 

3 PRONUNCIATION intonation: showing 
interest 

a a> 1 . 5 Listen to some people asking questions 1-5. 
Who sounds more interested each time, a or b? 

1 Do you have a big family? 
2 What don't you like about the place where you live? 

3 What sports or games are you good at? 

4 Do you think you have a healthy diet? 

5 What makes you feel happy? 

b Q) 1.6 Listen and repeat the questions with 
interested intonation. 

p Reacting to what someone says 
When you ask someone a question and they answer, it 
is normal to show interest or sympathy. You can use: 

• expressions such as Oh, really? I'm sorry. 'Nhat a shame! 

• exclamations such as Wow! Me too! How interesting! 

• follow-up questions such as Why (not)? 'Nhy is that? 
'Nhy do you say that? 

c Q) 1.7 Now listen to five conversations using 
the questions in a. Complete the expressions or 
questions that the people use to react to the answers. 

1 Wow! That's a huge family. 

2 ? What's wrong with them? 

3 ! We could play a game one day. 
4 ! How long have you been a vegan? 

5 ? I can't think of anything worse! 

d Q) 1.8 Listen and repeat the responses. Copy the 
intonation. 

e Ask and answer the questions in a with a partner. 
Use interested intonation, and react to your 
partner's answers. 
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���AeFxQRnxRFHeoSDA^xosSex������
A^nfxAxjHoTiHFxAnojfeAqo
xdAuxCHxoPHxdfnoxnoqFRHFxnSC^ReOnxRex
oQHxQTnofiuxfIxnDSHeDH�x.ADQxoRdHxfeHxfIxoQHdxsHeoxSeofxngADHx
sPS^HxoPHxfoQHixjHdASeHFxfex.AjoQ	xCfoQxdHexsfq^FxDAijuxfqox
FfvHenxfIxHtgHjSdHeon
xSeD`qFSeOxDfOeRoTrHxHtHjDTnHn
xOHeHoTDx
nHhqHeDSeO�xAeFxoHnoSeOxIfjxCADoHkSAxfexoQHSjxCfFSHn�x>QHex
9Dfoox^AeFHFxSex2AwA]QnoAex^AnoxuHAj�xAIoHjx&'"xFAunxRexngADH
x
QHxDAdHxCAD]xosfxTeDPHnxoA^^Hj
x LZIoHHexgfqeFnx̂ ROQoHj�xAeFx
sSoQxAxnojfeOxFHnSiHxofx\qdgxReofxAxnsRddSeOxgffa x,QAeOHnx
_T]HxoQHnHxsHjHxgjHFXDoAC^HxAeFxoHdgfjAiu�x6fs
xQfsHrHj�x
nDSHeoSnonxQArHxIfqeFxoQHxI[knoxnSOenxfIxAxDQAeOHxoQAoxefxfeHx
HtgHDoHFx� FqjTeOxQTnxuHAjxfexCfAjFxoQHx0eoHjeAoTfeA^x9gADHx
9oAoSfe�x9Dfoo�nxCfFuxPAFxCHDfdHxufqeOHj�x

7eHxfIxoPHxOHeHoTDx SeFRDAofjnxfIxPqdAexAOReOxRnxoQHx̂ HeOoQx
fIxfqjxoH`fdHjHn�x:H^fdHiHnxAjHxoPHxDAgnxAoxoPHxHeFxfIxHADQx
noiAeFxfIx-6*xoPAoxgifoHDoxfqjxDPjfdfnfdHn�xaR]HxoPHxg^AnoRDx
oUgnxAoxoPHxHeFxfIxnQfH^ADHn�x=nqA^_u�xoHafdHjHnxOHoxnQfioHix
AnxsHxAOH)xoQHuxAjHxACfqox#$
"""xdfaHDq^HnxafeOxsQHex
sHxAjHxCfiexAeFxfeauxACfqox'
"""xbfeOxRexf^FxAOH
xAeFxoQTnx
dHAenxoQAoxfqix-6*xTnxReDiHAnReOauxrqaeHjAC^HxofxFAdAOHx
AnxsHxOHoxfbFHj�x/fsHrHl
xAexAeAaunRnxfIx9Dfoox3Ha^u�nxDH^an�x
_HFxCux9qnAex+ARbHu
xgifIHnnfixfIxiAFRAoSfexDAeDHixCRf^fOux
Aox,f^fiAFfx9oAoHx=eRrHinSou
xnPfsHFxoQAoxoQHx(%�uHAj�f^Fx
AnoifeAqo�nxoH^fdHiHnxOfox^feOHjxsPT^HxPHxsAnxSexngADH
x
CHIfjHxnQjSe]ReOxCAD]xAOASexAIoHixjHoqjeReOxofx.AioQ�x

1exoPHfku
xHtgAeFReOxoH`fdHiHnxReFSDAoHxoQHxjHrHjnAbxfJxgAjox
fIxoQHxAOSeOxgifDHnn�x/fsHrHj�xoPHuxAiHxAanfxnoifeO^ux̂ Re]HFxofx
DAeDHj�x6*9*xRnxATdVeOxofxnHeFxPqdAenxofx4AinxAeFxCHufeF
x
CqoxdAeuxnDSHeoSnonxsfijuxoQAox_feO�PAq^xoiSgnxSeofxngADHx
Dfq`FxDAqnHxAnojfeAqonxofxnqIJHjxIjfdxDPifeRDxAeFxnHrHjHx
QHA^oPxgjfC^Hdn�x9fxoQSnxSnxFHMeRoH^uxefoxOffFxeHsn�xAeFxSox
Dfq^FxPArHxnHiSfqnxSdg^SDAoWfenxIfjxoQHxIqoqjHxfIxngADHxoiArHa!x

,QjXnofgPHjx 4Anfe�xAnnTnoAeoxgifIHnnfjxfIxgQunRfbfOuxAeFx
CRfgQunSDnxAox,fjeH`^x?HR^ax5HFRDSeHxSex6Hsx@fi]�xoA]HnxAx
FRJLHiHeoxrRHs�x8mfIHnnfjx4Anfe�nxpHAdxB^nfxKfqeGxEQBeOHnx
Rex9Dfoox2H^^u�nxOHeHnxsPSaHxPHxsAnxSexngADH�x +qoxPHxoQRe]nx
oQRnxdAuxCHx_HnnxAxiHnqaoxfIxnRdgauxCHReOxRexngADH
xAeFxdfjHx
FqHxofxoQHxYeoHenHx6*9*xNoeHnnxjHORdH�x�7ex.AjoQ
xufqx
dROQoxOfxofxoQHxOudxfex;qHnFAuxAeFxoPHexFHDSFHxufqxDAe�ox
CHxCfoPHiHFxfex<QqinFAuxAeFxOfxfqoxIfjxAxCROxFReeHj
xCqox
fexoPHxngADHxnoAoRfe�xoPHxAnoifeAqonxHtHiDSnHxHtojHdH^ux
jHOq^Aj^u
xAeFxAa`xIffFxAeFxHtHjDRnHxSnxrHiuxDfeoifacHF��x
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